
Employees past and present gathered at SEM’s new UK 
headquarters on Brunel Way for a double celebration. 
The hi-tech manufacturing company, which has been 
operating for 100 years, decided to mark its centenary 
with the official opening of its state-of-the-art HQ, 
which is known as One Hundred House.

“It was a great day and we were delighted to welcome back 

friends who worked at SEM for over 50 years,” said Michael 

Laming, CEO of SEM. “They were very interested to see how the 

company is progressing and our current employees were intrigued 

to hear their memories.
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Welcome to the autumn issue of News from The Bridge. 
Produced by The Bridge Estate Management Company, this newsletter is for everyone who lives and works here.  
We report on news and events across the development and welcome contributions from everyone who is part of this 
growing community. The winter issue will be published in February, so please send your news and views to  
info@thebridgedartford.co.uk by 11 January. We look forward to hearing from you.

In this Issue:

“Looking ahead, we are delighted to be starting this new chapter 

of our history at The Bridge. This is a wonderful community and 

we are already taking an active role. We have already begun a 

number of initiatives - including engineering apprenticeships -  

with our neighbours the Leigh UTC and our first four apprentices 

will be starting work next year.”

SEM designs and produces high quality electric motors that are 

used in motion control industry sectors such as machine tools, 

renewable energy, and robotics, printing and medical equipment. 

The company has moved to a new facility at The Bridge so 

that it can update and future proof its processes within a highly 

controlled environment. 
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Bridge 4 Young People
Life for young people can be boring - but not if you live 
at The Bridge. On four nights a week, a youth centre 
funded by Kent County Council, is open at the Learning 
and Community Campus offering a wide range of 
courses, workshops and opportunities. Above all, the 
centre which is known as the Bridge 4 Young People, is 
a great place to have fun.

Tuesday, 6pm-8pm: Duke of Edinburgh Awards (DofE)  
for 14-25 year olds 
The DofE is a nationally recognised awards scheme that offers 
the chance to learn new skills and to work with other people on 
interesting projects. The completion of each award is marked by 
an accredited certificate and this always looks good on University 
and job applications. 

Wednesday, 6pm-8pm: Action Night for 11-19 year olds 
This is a fun-filled evening when young people have the 
opportunity to jam with our professional musician, learning guitar 
or drums and even getting a track down on CD (part of a separate 
workshop). Alternatively, you can develop your painting talents in 
our fully equipped art room or just chill with friends over a game 
of pool or table tennis in our bright social area.

Thursday, 6pm-8pm: Workshop Night for 11-19 year olds 
On Thursday evenings we are running courses on video making, 
animation, fitness, cooking and much more. Please contact us for 
the current programme on 0300 0420691.

Friday, 5pm-7pm: 8-12s Club for 8-12 year olds 
At our 8-12s Club, we run the same full programme of activities 
as on Wednesdays, but for younger members. It is a great way to 
start the weekend.

“The youth centre offers a safe place where young people can 
come and discuss any issue of concern for them with a team 
of professional workers,” said Nigel Croker. “With specialist 
evenings throughout the year, it is a great place to meet your 
friends and have some fun.”

Illustration of SEM at The Bridge

The Creation Lab, the digital media agency based 
at the Nucleus Business and Innovation Centre, was 
named runner-up at the Dartford and Gravesham 
Business Awards 2015. 

Based at the Nucleus Business and Innovation Centre, the 
Creation Lab designs and develops websites as well as 
producing interactive videos, virtual tours, mobile apps and  
flip books.

“We were absolutely delighted to find out that we were runners 
up in this year’s Dartford and Gravesham Business Awards,” said 
Matt Soper, managing director of the Creation Lab. “Considering 
that I started the company just five years ago, by myself and with 
only a thousand pounds, this achievement shows how far we 
have come and how much we have to be proud of.”

Creation Lab Goes from 
Strength to Strength



After more than 75 years of successful operations, 
Littlebrook Power Station closed its doors on 31 
March this year. During its lifetime, the Power Station 
has generated electricity to power homes and 
businesses across the UK; contributed millions of 
pounds to the local economy and forged strong links 
with the local community.

For over 20 years, Littlebrook Power Station has supported 
Ellenor Lions Hospice in Northfleet and in a final fundraising 
effort to mark the station’s 75th anniversary, employees 
completed a 7.5 kilometre walk and a gruelling 75 mile cycle ride 
in aid of the Hospice. 

“I would like to thank all staff past and present who have 
contributed to the success of the station,” said Kevin Nix, 
head of RWE Generation UK. “We are also grateful to the local 
community for their unfailing support during the life of the plant.”

Littlebrook Power Station 
Closes in Style

Europa Drives Into Dartford

Within a month of Littlebrook Power Station closing, 
a new employer arrived at Prologis Park Littlebrook in 
the shape of Europa Worldwide Group.

Europa, a leading logistics operator, has moved to Dartford from 
Erith. The new facility houses the company’s head office as well 
as 204,294 square feet of logistics space that is used for a range 
of operations including value-added services, such as pick and 
pack and returns management.

The site, which is large enough to house seven football pitches 
or 107 tennis courts, is Europa’s biggest investment to date.

“We are delighted to be in our new home,” said Andrew Baxter, 
managing director. “And, we look forward to being part of the 
local community.”



Swans at The Bridge

The Bridge has around 80 acres of public open 
space, which has been designed to protect and 
enhance the natural environment. Alongside the 
more formal landscaped areas, the development 
includes a number of Greenways. 

The Greenways, which are part of Dartford’s Green Grid,  
are green corridors that offer a number of benefits to people 
who live and work at The Bridge. Including footpaths and 
cycleways to encourage healthy lifestyles and sustainable 
travel, the Greenways also provide wildlife habitats and allow 
biodiversity to flourish.

A team of ecologists - who have been involved with the 
development from the early masterplanning stage - monitor 
the Greenways, which are carefully maintained by The Bridge 
Estate Management Company, who follow the ecologists’ 
expert advice.

Greenways: Recreation 
and Biodiversity at  
The Bridge

We are lucky that we have a pair of resident swans at 
The Bridge and people who live and work here have 
been fascinated to watch the progress of the swans 
and their cygnets. Tina Smith the park manager and 
her team keep an eye on the swans and regularly 
answer questions about their welfare.

Some of the questions that people ask are:

What do swans eat? 
Swans living on fresh water, like those at The Bridge, will typically 
eat pondweed, stonewort and wigeon grass as well as tadpoles 
and insects such as milfoil. 

Can I feed the swans and if so, what food should I give them? 
If you would like to feed the swans, please give them fresh bread 
(mould is poisonous to them); grain such as wheat or corn; fresh 
green vegetables such as lettuce or spinach.

When feeding the swans, throw the food onto the water so that 
they can swallow water with the food. Feeding them on the land 
can be dangerous for the swans as it encourages them to leave 
the water when they see people and exposes them to harm from, 
for example, cars or dogs.

Is there a danger of over-feeding the swans? 
No, swans are not greedy and they will only eat what they need.

Is it normal for a swan to fold one of its legs up onto  
its back? 
Yes, it is normal. Also, the large surface area of the foot is used for 
body temperature control and when necessary, can absorb heat 
from the sun.

 

SAFETY ALERT:

•  Please keep children away from the edge of the water and 
ensure that they are supervised at all times near the lakes.

•  Swans are very protective of their cygnets and can be 
alarmed if people get too close. Please keep children and 
dogs at a safe distance.


